
URBAN LIBRARIANS CONFERENCE 
PROGRAM & SCHEDULE

Keynote 
Sam Helmick

Sam Helmick is a librarian, community advocate, and champion for the
people who make libraries thrive. They serve as Community & Access
Services Coordinator at the Iowa City Public Library and are the Immediate
Past President of the American Library Association, where they advocate for
library workers and the vital role libraries play in creating access,
connection, and opportunity. 

Sam’s work is rooted in a deep belief in the creativity, resilience, and care of
library workers who continue to show up for their communities through
times of challenge and change. They speak about the endurance,
innovation, and collective strength that help libraries remain essential
places of belonging and possibility.
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